AFTER   EVEREST
pull him through, often staying in the room with him and
caring for him even during his off-duty times. Eventually
the patient passed the crisis of his illness, but one night
shortly afterwards felt very worried about himself, think- -
ing he was worse. There was another orderly on night
duty at that time, but the patient didn't want him ; noth-
ing but the attentions of the faithful Anthony would satisfy
him. So he sent Krishnan, one of his relations, who was
looking after him in his little ward, to find Anthony and
fetch him along. Up and down the hospital he went;
into the hostel where the orderlies sleep ; along all the
verandas, too—but no sign of Anthony. Finally, he went
into the front hall of the hospital, where patients wait
for the doctor, and where the meetings are held. There
in a comer, on his knees at one of the benches, he found'
Anthony at last. For a moment he listened, and soon
heard that Anthony was praying to God,1 asking Him to
give skill to the doctors, and strength and gentleness to
himself, above all asking that the patient—this very patient
who was now sending for him in the middle of the night .
—might recover from his illness and soon be fit and strong
again. The rather awestruck Krishnan waited until the
prayer was finished, and then went up and tapped Anthony
on the shoulder. He got up, went straight along to the
patient, and sat for some time with him, attending to
his needs.
In course of time, the invalid recovered, and the day
came for him to leave the hospital. He had been very
much impressed by the faithful work of our friend, Anthony,
and still more moved by the fact that this lad who had
done so much for him had actually prayed to God, prob-
ably on many occasions, for his recovery. His own religion
had never taught him to take much interest in the welfare
of other people—certainly not if they were in a different
caste. Here was something finer and better than the Hin-
duism of his village temple or his family traditions. Here
1 It is the Indian custom both, to pray and to read aloud.
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